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remorse for his misdeeds, and seemed completely
happy.

Facts recorded by the Due de Luynes show us
how great was the king's love for his children.
In September 1738 a marriage was arranged
between Don Philip, younger son of Philip of
Spain, and Marie-Louise-Elizabeth; it fulfilled the
requirements of policy, and answered the need of
friendship between neighbouring nations. So the
little princess was to leave her country after her
twelfth birthday in the following year. On 2ist
August 1739, Marquis de Mina, the Spanish
ambassador, began the official procedure. After
calling at the residence of the special ambassadors,
he made a triumphant entry into Versailles amid
great military display; bowing before Louis XV
he handed him his master's letter and delivered a
speech in Spanish, the king answering in French.

Then, taken before Marie Leszinska with whom
was Cardinal Fleury, he paid her some flowery
compliments and then passed on to see the Dauphin
and Marie-Louise-Elizabeth; the little princess,
covered with confusion, "was presented with a
bracelet with a picture on it of Don Philip.

Four days of lavish preliminaries passed by; the
signing of the contract and the betrothal ceremony
took place on 25th August. It was a spectacle of
unusual pomp and splendour; such a profusion of
precious stones and gold and jewellery had not
been seen since the days of Louis XIV, nor so
many richly coloured robes.

On the following day the Duke of Orleans, as